The Collegian (2009-11-16) by Sosa, Julianna
COLLEGIANThe
 THE STUDENT VOICE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE AND TEXAS SOUTHMOST COLLEGE 
Volume 62
Issue 13
b l u e . u t b . e d u / c o l l e g i a n Monday
November 16, 2009


















Full-time undergraduate students would 
see tuition and fees increase by $300 next 
fall and $603 in Fall 2011, under a UTB/TSC 
proposal.
The proposed tuition and fee hikes were 
presented Tuesday to the Tuition and Fee 
Policy Committee, which will make its 
recommendation by the end of the year.
UTB/TSC plans to increase designated 
tuition from the current $82.50 per semester 
credit hour to $91.83 in Fall 2010. 
Linda Granja, a fi nancial analysis manager 
in the Business Affairs Division, gave the 
presentation of the submitted requests but 
said not all requests were in the presentation 
because some were submitted to the offi ce of 
the vice president for Business Affairs after the 
Nov. 6 deadline. 
Committee co-chairman Tony Zavaleta, 
an anthropology professor who works for the 
Provost’s Offi ce, assured the audience that 
UTB/TSC is operating under the University 
of Texas System principles and guidelines 
for setting tuition and fee rates for academic 
years 2010 and 2011 and adhering to the Texas 
House Concurrent Resolution 288, which 
was passed into law during the 81st Texas 
Do you think SGA 
President Ruby 





University to hike tuition and fees
 Poll Results
The next Tuition and Fee Policy 
Committee meeting is scheduled to 
take place from 1 to 4 p.m. Nov. 24 in 
the Gorgas Hall Boardroom.
BISD vaccinates hundreds of children for H1N1
Because there has been a 
shortage of H1N1 vaccines, 
Candice Eymard thought the 
mass clinic held at the Central 
Administration Building on Palm 
Boulevard last Wednesday was 
going to be chaotic when she 
brought in her 6-year-old daughter, 
Perez Elementary student Devin 
Rea, to be vaccinated.
“I’m really impressed with 
this,” Eymard said. “I thought it 
was going to be pandemonium, 
but they really have it together 
here.”
She was one of hundreds 
of parents  who brought their 
children, all Brownsville 
Independent School District 
students, to the district’s H1N1 
and seasonal fl u vaccination 
clinic.
The clinic was sponsored by 
BISD in conjunction with the 
Cameron County Department 
of Health and Human Services 
where school-age children 
were the targeted population 
for the vaccine. The clinic had 
about 2,000 doses of H1N1 the 
vaccine.
Tickets were handed out to 
people waiting in line outside the 
building. As the public entered, 
parents sat down to fi ll out forms 
and then were ushered to either 
a seasonal fl u table or an H1N1 
table surrounded by medical staff 
administering the vaccines.
The vaccines were free, but 
parents and students had to 
choose between the H1N1 Mist 
vaccine and the seasonal FluMist 
vaccine.
Leonel Lopez, an 
epidemiologist for the county, 
said that because both vaccines 
are the nasal mist type, they have 
to be administered 28 days apart.
Eymard said Devin had already 
been given the seasonal fl u 
vaccine, which is why they chose 
the H1N1 vaccine.
“I went to her school to pick her 
up early and they had pamphlets 
put out, so I thought it was a good 
idea,” she said.
Despite the fact that a few 
children were crying at the clinic, 
Devin said she was not afraid of 
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC Dean of Graduate Studies Charles Lackey discusses differential tuition during Tuesday’s Tuition and 
Fee Policy Advisory Committee meeting.
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Paredes Elementary nurse Monica Douglas administers the H1N1 nasal vaccine to Devin Rea, 
6, with her mom, Candice Eymard, by her side during Wednesday’s Seasonal Flu Mist/H1N1 













UTB/TSC President Juliet V. 
García has been ranked No. 9 in 
Time magazine’s “The 10 Best 
College Presidents.”
University of Michigan President 
Mary Sue Coleman and García are 
the only women featured in the list, 
which appeared last Wednesday on 
Time’s Web site. 
García became president of 
Texas Southmost College in 1986 
and president of the University of 
Texas at Brownsville in 1992 after 
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UT Retirement Plan Advisor
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
Faculty, Students, Staff!
$400 per month/$49 per day 
www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
•Furnished, large rooms, 





•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month 
  agreement
•All utilities paid 
  (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 
  8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)
The time to fill ourselves with turkey, 
stuffing, pie and all those other wonderful 
dishes has arrived.
Some people, however, may not have the 
means to fill their families’ stomachs with 
such holiday foods and others simply prefer 
to enjoy their Thanksgiving dinner with their 
community.
H-E-B Food Stores Inc. will accommodate 
anyone wanting to enjoy a meal with the 
community by having its 17th annual Feast of 
Sharing from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday in 
the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
“The Feast of Sharing is really H-E-B’s 
way of giving back to the community, which 
has given so 
much to us,” said 
Greg Wood, unit 
director for H-E-
B Food Store No. 
2 on Boca Chica 
Boulevard. 
Wood said the 
event is open to 
the public, free 
of charge, and a 
meal consisting 
of turkey, side 
dishes, pie and a soft drink is provided for 
anyone wanting to eat and socialize. He said 
people from “all walks of life” take part in the 
Feast of Sharing, including the Brownsville 
mayor and city commission members who 
have attended 
the event in past 
years. About 
10,000 people are 
expected to attend 
this year.
Wood worked 
at H-E-B for 
12 years in San 
Antonio, where he 
also participated 
in the Feast of 
Sharing, and has 
worked for two years in Brownsville. 
The supermarket chain has worked hard 
at getting the event together and Wood said 
volunteers are needed.
“We’d love to have volunteers,” he said. 
“You can come that day and just sign up to 
volunteer.”
Volunteers may sign up for a variety of 
tasks, such as serving, cleaning and helping to 
control the line of people waiting to be served. 
Calling H-E-B before the Feast of Sharing is 
another option.
“If they have a large group and they wanted 
to kind of let us know in advance what time 
they’d be coming, then that’s the best way to 
go about it,” Wood said. 
On arrival, volunteers are assigned to areas 
where they are needed the most. He estimated 
that about 500 people volunteered for last 
year’s event. 
Anyone wanting to volunteer may call 
Wood or Letty Coronado at (956) 541-1251.




Your home’s air conditioner and light bulbs 
might be sapping the green out of your wallet, 
but there are ways to save your cash and the 
environment.
The Go Green Assistance Center’s “Energy 
Star Homes Workshop” offered consumers 
tips on making their homes energy efficient.
Attendees received a Compact Fluorescent 
Light (CFL) bulb, which uses 75 percent 
less energy than standard bulbs. The Web 
site MakeYourMarkTX.com recommends 
homeowners replace the regular bulbs with 
CFLs in rooms or areas where the lights are 
on most of the time, such as the kitchen, living 
room, bathroom and the porch.
Energy Star is a program developed in 1992 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
to help businesses and individuals become 
energy efficient and control global warming.
You can identify if a home appliance, 
electronic product, building or house is energy 
efficient by looking for the Energy Star logo.
To obtain an Energy Star rating, a house 
must pass through the certification process. 
First, the house should be planned to be 
energy efficient. Then, it should be inspected 
by a local inspector. A final inspection by a 
Home Energy Rater is next. In this inspection, 
the rater performs a blower door test, to 
identify the number of leaks in the house, and 
a duct blaster test, to identify leaks in the duct 
system. The rater will then generate an index 
report about the home using the Home Energy 
Rating System. Finally, the certification and 
label is provided to the homeowner.  
Guest speaker Garrett Dorsey III works 
for IFC International, a consulting firm that 
provides green solutions for businesses all 
over the world, according to the firm’s Web 
site. 
Dorsey explained the main features that 
make a home energy efficient: sealing the 
air-conditioning ducts, installing insulation 
properly, selecting an efficient cooling system, 
installing coated double-pane windows, 
buying efficient appliances and using CFL 
bulbs.  
He emphasized the importance of reducing 
the air conditioner load by sealing correctly 
the ducts of the system. 
“The biggest thing that everybody knows 
uses the most energy in the house is what? The 
AC,” Dorsey said, “and we know that here in 
Brownsville, we use the AC 366 days a year.”
Some of the benefits of improving the AC 
ventilation are reducing drafts, noise, moisture 
and dust pollen, as well as improved efficiency 
and lower utility bills.
Dorsey recommends mastic, a very durable 
paste, to seal the ducts of the air conditioner 
because it fills all the gaps in between 
connections. It can be a do-it-yourself project 
that costs around $300 and will lower your 
electric bill, he explained. 
“Guess what? Every one of you who is 
living in a house today is air conditioning the 
neighborhood and you don’t know it,” he said. 
“This is where you are wasting your money.” 
To receive the Energy Star certification, 
a home must have less than 6 percent of air 
conditioner leakage.
Another reason the air conditioner spends a 
lot of energy is the location of the AC unit. If 
it is placed in a high temperature environment, 
the performance of the unit will be low.
“Most of the houses have these units up in 
the attic,” Dorsey said. “What is the attic’s 
average temperature? 160 degrees, so you 
have an air conditioner that is trying to cool 
a room down to 76 degrees, which means it 
has to produce air at 64 degrees to pump it into 
that room. That is kind of like taking an ice-
cube tray and putting it in your oven to make 
ice. How fast are you going to make ice in 
your oven?”
About 40 students, faculty, staff and 
members of the community attended the 
workshop, which took place last Wednesday 
in the International Technology, Education 
and Commerce Center, located at 301 Mexico 
Blvd.
Ricardo Rendon, a sophomore architecture 
major, said the workshop was very informative 
and useful for his studies.
“It has to do a lot with a project we are 
doing right now in the architectural program,” 
Rendon said, “We are actually working on 
a home for a low-income family and this is 
everything that we have to use in our homes 
and we have to integrate in our homes, so it 
was very useful.”
Ricardo Gonzalez, program director of the 
Go Green Assistance Center, explained why it 
is important to organize this type of event for 
the community. 
“People need to start thinking how to start 
making their homes more energy efficient,” 
Gonzalez said, “how to save money, how 
to reduce the carbon footprint and these 
presentations will start getting people in mind, 
in focus, on all these new green technologies, so 
we have to be pushing that in order for people 
to save money and save our environment as 
well.” 
The center plans to offer more workshops 
on such topics as water conservation, green 
building, energy awareness and saving energy, 
as well as the use of alternative energy sources, 
such as biofuels and solar and wind energy.
For more information on receiving an 
Energy Star home visit, www.energystar.com.
Workshop: Going green makes cents
By Mayra Urteaga
Staff Writer
Garrett Dorsey III, of IFC International, informs the audience how to make their homes more energy efficient during the 
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of writing letters 
to my parents … I send e-mails. 
It’s more efficient that way. ”
Daniel Garcia 
Freshman art education major



















p l a s t i c 
b o t t l e s 
in those 
r e c y c l e 
bins the 
s c h o o l 
has around 
c a m p u s 
and if I see 
one lying around, 
I’ll pick it up and put it in there.”
Joey Juarez 
Junior music major
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
--Photos by Manuel Reyna
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This month UTB/TSC will 
review proposed tuition and fees 
for the 2010 and 2011 academic 
years. I encourage you to attend 
the meetings. 
You may ask, “Why should 
I go to these meetings? I can’t 
make a difference, or better yet, 
I don’t even understand half of 
what is going on or how much 
this is really going to affect me.”
The Texas Legislature has 
passed a tuition and fee cap of 
$9.33 per semester credit hour in 
an effort to counter rising tuition 
costs. 
You may ask, “What the heck 
does that mean?”
UTB/TSC is proposing the 
maximum allowed increase for 
designated tuition, which means, 
if approved, you will be paying 
$300 more every semester. Now, 
UTB/TSC has one 
of the lowest rates 
in tuition and fees 
and is among the 
most affordable 
schools in Texas 
and, granted, 
enrollment is 
increasing and the 
campus is growing. 
But tuition and 
fees have risen 
over the years and 
will inevitably continue to rise, 
leaving you in debt in a tough job 
market.  
The bottom line is you are still 
the one paying for these fees 
and you are still the one that will 
graduate in debt.
So, how can you get involved?
Talk to your department chairs, 
your deans and find out what 
they are proposing and how it 
will affect you. This is not a 
constitutional referendum, where 
you don’t see the 
results for several 
years, or a national 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
election, where 
you feel your vote 
is so insignificant 
that you don’t even 
bother getting 
involved. No, this 
is in your own 
backyard; this 
process directly 
affects your wallet and the 
amount and quality of resources 
you have access to on campus for 
the next two years.
Take, for example, the REK 
Center; it has quickly become 
the student body’s favorite place 
to socialize and enjoy downtime 
with friends, all while maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle. If the then-
Student Government Association 
hadn’t rallied the student body to 
get involved and pass a student-
assessed fee, we would not be 
enjoying the center today. 
It is important to note that this 
process is being pushed through a 
lot quicker than it was two years 
ago, which means that you might 
miss an opportunity to voice 
your opinion or concern, so get 
involved now. 
You may say, “But wait! I don’t 
even understand all this mumbo-
jumbo business terminology.”
Don’t be intimidated, we are all 
students, after all, and this could 
prove to be a learning process 
you won’t soon forget; I know I 
won’t.
I admit, when I attended 
the Tuition and Fee Policy 
Committee meeting, I felt like 
an incoming freshman, quite lost 
and confused, but I found that 
administrators were very helpful 
and spelled out the answers for 
It’s all about the ‘Benjamins’
By Julianna Sosa
Collegian Editor
• See ‘Column,’ next page
You may ask, “Who cares? I have my own 
life to worry about.”
It is easy to get caught up in our own world, 
but when you have to get a second job to 
scramble to pay your tuition and fees, you will 
care then. So, not only will this affect your 
budget, but it is also an exercise that you will 
have to go through your whole life; why not 
start now?  
Once again, I encourage you to attend the 
meetings. Listen, ask questions and do not be 
afraid to give your input.
The staff of the vice president for Business 
Affairs will present the tuition and fee requests 
at the SGA meeting at 5 p.m. Thursday. This is 
your opportunity to educate yourself; take it. 
The next meeting of the Tuition and Fee Policy 
Committee is at 1 p.m. Nov. 24 in the Gorgas 
Hall boardroom. Hope to see you there!
Viewpoint/on CampusThe Collegian November 16, 2009 • Page 5
L e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r
Column
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Possible scholarship
As you may know, UTB/TSC is engaged 
in a yearlong comprehensive improvement 
program with the Foundations of Excellence 
(FoE). FoE is a self-study program dedicated 
to enhancing learning and retention of first-
year and transfer students at colleges and 
universities across the country. This intensive 
study takes a look at our current practices and 
will culminate with a strategic plan focused on 
campus improvement.
As a part of this self-study process, the FoE 
task force, made up of faculty, staff and students, 
sent out surveys by e-mail to about 1,500 first-
year students to get their feedback on their first-
year experience at UTB/TSC. This feedback 
will provide vital information that will be used 
in the development of a strategic plan.
To encourage students who received this 
e-mail to participate, those  who fill out this 
confidential survey will be entered into a 
drawing to receive a tuition scholarship with a 
value up to $1,200! The lucky winner will be 
chosen at random by the company compiling 
our survey.
So check your e-mail and if you have received 
a survey, fill it out right away! Not only can you 
be a winner, you will be helping us to improve 
the services that we provide to students at UTB/
TSC!
Douglas Stoves 
Director of Residential Life 
and Student Union 
FoE Task Force member
She is the first Mexican-American woman 
in the nation to become president of a college 
or university, according to her biography on 
UTB/TSC’s Web site.
Under García’s leadership, “the campus has 
grown from 49 acres to more than 460 acres; 
the budget has increased from $31.4 million to 
$145 million, and the total fall enrollment has 
grown from 7,358 students to 17,189 students, 
an increase of 133 percent,” the biography 
states. 
García was inducted into the Texas Women’s 
Hall of Fame for Lifetime Achievement in 
Education,  and also has been honored with 
the Hispanic Heritage Award and the Reginald 
V. Wilson Diversity Award from the Office of 
Minority Affairs from the American Council 
on Education. Hispanic Business magazine 
has recognized her multiple times in its 100 
Most Influential Hispanics annual publication, 
among others. 
The president was out of town and could 
not be reached for comment as of press time 
Friday.
García
Continued from Page 1
The Office of Student Media is 
seeking applicants for the positions of:
• Spanish Copy Editor
• Advertising Sales Representative
for the Spring 2009 semester. Applicants must be enrolled at 
UTB/TSC during the Spring 2009 semester and have and maintain 
a grade-point average of 2.2 or higher per semester. 
Spanish copy editor applicants must have excellent writing skills 
and be proficient in translating from English to Spanish and from 
Spanish to English. Applicants must submit 3 
Spanish writing samples and a résumé.
Advertising sales representatives must submit 3 ad designs and 
a résumé, and must have own transportation and a valid driver’s 
license.
Applications are available in Student Union 1.28. 
For more information, call 882-5143.
Deadline: 5 p.m., Friday, Dec. 4
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The Collegian is the multime-
dia student newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at Browns-
ville and Texas Southmost Col-
lege. The newspaper is widely 
distributed on campus and is an 
award-winning member of the 
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P o l i c e  R e p o r t s
Philly’s Americana Cheesesteaks/ 
Sports Bar now accepting résumés               
for wait staff/cooks. 554-7000   
2155 N. Expressway Suite.G, Brownsville
Help Wanted
Orange Windsor road bike with silver stickers 
stolen from outside Biology building between 
5 and 6:30 p.m. Nov.6. Reward for return.     
Send e-mail to hectorio86@yahoo.com
Lost and Found
Free Scantrons
The Student Government 
Association is giving Scantrons to 
students. The Scantrons are available 
at the Reading Lab in the Learning 
Enrichment Center, located in 
Cardenas Hall North. For more 
information, call the SGA office at 
882-5877 or e-mail sga@utb.edu.
Charity to Justice Week
The Catholic Campus Ministry 
at UTB/TSC will sponsor a series 
of events in observance of From 
Charity to Justice Week. Events 
are as follows: “Full Dumpsters, 
Empty Stomachs,” from noon to 
2 p.m. today in the Student Union’s 
Scorpion Café; “Faces of Poverty,” 
a film by George Giglio, at 2, 5 and 7 
p.m. Tuesday in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall; and “Camp in Cardboard,” 
a canned food collection drive and 
demonstration of how the homeless 
live, 8 a.m. Thursday to 8 a.m. Friday 
at the Gazebos. Admission to the film 
is $1 or a pop-top canned good. For 
every ticket sold or can collected, $1 
will be contributed to the Bags of 
Hope/Cover Your Brother project. 
For more information, call 541-
9697.
International Education Week
Multicultural Student Services 
will observe International 
Education Week with a series of 
events: “Learn Folk Dances from 
Around the World” presented by 
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán at 6:30 
p.m. today in the REK Center; “Your 
Name in Different Languages” 
by international students, 11 
a.m. Tuesday in the Endowment 
Courtyard; “Callejoneada,” 
presented by UTB/TSC’s 
Estudiantina Azul y Fuego at 6 
p.m. Wednesday in the Free Speech 
Area, followed by International 
Student Talent Show at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Education and 
Business Complex Plaza; “Study 
Abroad Presentation” by Study 
Abroad alumni, 2 p.m. Thursday in 
the SET- B third-floor conference 
room; and the “International 
Food Festival,” noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday in EDBC’s Salon Cassia. 
For more information, call 882-
7983.
Patron of the Arts  
The Senior Students I art exhibit 
opens with a reception at 6:30 
tonight and runs through Friday 
in the Rusteberg Art Gallery. 
Admission is $1. The gallery is open 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 2:30 
to 5 p.m. Thursday and 2 to 5 p.m. 
Friday. For more information, call 
882-7097.
The UTB/TSC Ensemble 
Potpourri and Symphony 
Orchestra will perform at 6 and 
8 p.m. tonight in the Sacred Heart 
Church, located at East Elizabeth 
and Sixth streets. Admission is $5.
The UTB/TSC Rio Bravo Brass 
Ensemble and Clarinet Ensemble 
will perform at 7 p.m. Tuesday in 
the Sacred Heart Church, located 
at East Elizabeth and Sixth streets. 
Admission is $5.
Three student recitals are 
scheduled at 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Friday in 
the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission 
is free.
Faculty Colloquium Series
Kalidas Jana, an assistant 
professor in the School of Business, 
will present a lecture titled “Long-
Run Cannonical Correlations: 
Estimation and Inference” from 2 
to 3 p.m. Tuesday in Education and 
Business Complex 1.442. Admission 
is free. The lecture is part of the 
Faculty Colloquium Series. For 
more information, contact Associate 
Professor Steve Lovett at 882-7382 
or steve.lovett@utb.edu.
Study Skills workshop
The Student Success Center will 
present a Study Skills workshop 
titled “Planning Ahead: Getting 
Your Dream Schedule” from noon 
to 1 p.m. Wednesday in Cortez Hall 
140. A workshop titled “Study 
Smart” will be conducted at 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday in Cardenas Hall 
North 212. For more information, 
call the Student Success Center at 
882-8292.
The Learning Enrichment 
Center will present the following 
Study Skills workshops this 
week in Cardenas Hall North 104: 
“COMPASS Writing 3” from 2 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday; “COMPASS 
Reading 3,” from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday; and “COMPASS 
Math 3,” 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday. On 
Saturday, “COMPASS Reading 2” 
will take place from 8 to 10 a.m.; 
“COMPASS Writing 2,” from 
10 a.m. to noon; and “COMPASS 
Math 2,” 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. For 
more information, call the Learning 
Enrichment Center at 882-8208.
SGA meeting
The Student Government 
Association meets at 5 p.m. each 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia. Students may offer 
suggestions, comments or concerns 
about UTB/TSC during the “Let 
Your Voice Be Heard” portion of 
the meeting. For more information, 
call SGA President Ruby de la 
Fuente at 882-5877.
Civic Engagement 
The Civic Engagement 
Scholars Club seeks volunteers 
for its last community service event 
of the semester. The club will join 
the Brownsville Community 
Development Corp. in assisting 
low-income families build their 
own homes from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday. Volunteers will meet at the 
Cueto Building, 1301 E. Madison St. 
To register, call Mayra Cardenas 
at 882-4303 or send an e-mail to 
scholars@civicengagement.com.
 The Civic Engagement Scholars 
Club, a campus community service 
organization, meets at 4 p.m. every 
Friday in the Cueto Building, 
located at 1301 E. Madison St. For 
more information, call 882-4303.
The UTB/TSC Center for 
Civic Engagement and other local 
organizations are conducting a book 
donation drive until Dec. 18. For 
campus drop-off sites and other 
information, call 882-4302 or send 
an e-mail to kathy.bussertwebb@
utb.edu. 
Seasonal flu vaccines
Seasonal flu vaccines are 
available at Student Health 
Services at a discount price of 
$10 for students who are 19 years 
or older and $5 for those who are 
younger than 19. The seasonal flu 
vaccine does not protect against the 
H1N1 flu, but prevents having both 
types of viruses simultaneously, 
which can have a serious impact 
on a person’s health. The best time 
to walk in and get the vaccine is 8 
to 10 a.m. Monday through Friday 
and 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Otherwise, call 882-
3896 to make an appointment.
‘Vagina Monologues’ casting call
Informational meetings and 
casting calls for UTB/TSC’s fifth 
annual benefit production of “The 
Vagina Monologues” will take 
place from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. and 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday in the 
SET-B third-floor conference room. 
All students, faculty and staff who 
wish to participate in this year’s 
V-Day festivities are encouraged 
to attend the meetings and casting 
calls. For more information, contact 
Veronica Gomez at veronica.
gomez1@utb.edu or the Dean of 
Students Office at 882-5141.
Poetry and poster contest 
Career Counseling will sponsor 
the National Career Development 
Association’s 2009-2010 Poetry 
and Poster Contest. The theme is 
“Bridges to a Brighter Future: 
Inspire your Career, Empower 
your Lives.” The contest deadline is 
5 p.m. Tuesday. Stop by the Student 
Success Center in Cardenas Hall 
North Annex for an entry form and 
rules. For more information, call 
Frank Coulson at 882-8292.
LSAT mock prep test 
The 2009 Filemon B. Vela Pre-
law Academy will offer mock 
prep tests of the Law School 
Admission Test at 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday in Cardenas Hall South 
117. The test will take four hours. 
For more information, call Karen 
Betancourt, the assistant master 
technical instructor with the legal 
studies program, at 882-7526.
Thanksgiving in San Miguel
People interested in taking 
Arnulfo and Rosa Mar’s annual 
guided trip to San Miguel de 
Allende must pay a $150 deposit to 
reserve a space for the trip, scheduled 
Nov. 25 to 29. For more information, 
call 882-6645 or 371-2971. 
ROTC training course
The Army ROTC sponsors the 
Leader’s Training Course each 
summer at Fort Knox, Ky. The 
four-week training program is 
designed for college sophomores 
and graduate students who have two 
years remaining to complete their 
degree and want to join the ROTC. 
Besides the training, the internship 
includes $750 for attendance and 
$5,000 if participants decide to 
contract with the ROTC at UTB/
TSC. For more information, contact 
CPT Eva Bratschi at 358-4225 or at 
rotc@utb.edu
Turkey Trot Walk
UTB/TSC’s Kinesiology Club 
and the San Benito Food Pantry 
will team up to fight hunger in San 
Benito’s 2009 5K Turkey Trot 
Walk at 8 a.m. Saturday at the Haven 
Resaca Trail at Kennedy Pavilion. 
The entry fee is $7 for adults and 
$5 for children younger than 12, 
plus a non-perishable food item to 
help fight hunger in the community. 
For more information, call the San 
Benito Chamber of Commerce at 
399-5321.
Architecture presentation
Students in UTB/TSC’s 
architecture program will present 
their design ideas for an existing 
park in downtown Harlingen to that 
city’s mayor, commissioners and 
other officials at 6 p.m. Tuesday in 
the center court of the International 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center, 301 Mexico 
Blvd. The public is invited to attend. 
For more information, call Assistant 
Master Technical Instructor Erick 
Darbo Diaz at 882-4253. 
Toy drives
UTB/TSC’s Business Affairs 
Division is collecting new, 
unwrapped toys through Dec. 14 
for children ages 3 to 5 who attend 
Bruce Aiken Elementary School. 
Collection sites are as follows: 
Cardenas Hall North 122, Cardenas 
Hall South 246, SET-B 2.342, 
Education and Business Complex 
1.102 and 2.504, Fort Brown 
Memorial Center, International 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center E102 and C300, 
Oliveira Library 230, New Library 
1.04, Life and Health Sciences 2.402, 
Old Education Building lobby, 
Physical Plant, REK Center lobby, 
Provost Office-Commandant’s 
Quarter, Tandy 100 and Gorgas Hall 
(vice president’s office). For more 
information, call 882-7945.
The Brownsville Police 
Department will conduct a toy 
drive through Dec. 18. Donors 
may take new, unwrapped toys to 
any Walgreens pharmacy in the 
city. For more information, call the 
department at 548-7050.
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
If you would like your organization 
or department news published in The 
Collegian’s Briefs section, call Deidre 
Chaisson at 882-5116 or send her an e-
mail at collegian@utb.edu.
Following are among the incidents 
reported by Campus Police between 
Nov. 2 and 5.
At 1 p.m. Nov. 2, a Ford Expedition 
and a Jeep Liberty collided in Lot V. 
One driver was cited for failure to 
provide financial responsibility. The 
combined damage to both vehicles 
was estimated at $700.
At 10:46 a.m. Nov. 3, a student 
suspected that a man sitting next to her 
in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library stole her iPod Touch.
At 9 p.m. Nov. 4, a student 
reported his laptop computer was 
missing from the hallway outside 
Eidman Hall. The loss was estimated 
at $200. 
At 11:18 p.m. that same day, 
a Border Patrol agent contacted 
Campus Police to notify them of 
minor damage made to the border 
fence near Lot AB. The agent said 
he accidentally scraped the south 
side of the fence with his vehicle 
after responding to a call. Some of 
the fence’s green plastic coating 
was removed. The Border Patrol’s 
2009 Chevrolet Tahoe also sustained 
damage.
See ‘Police,’ Page 18
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 ’Scopes
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor
Aries (March 21-April 19): It’s not 
always easier showing defiance in the 
face of adversity, especially if you’re 
new in town. Go out and make some 
friends this week, even if this year’s 
heading to its end.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
Sometimes when you’re ready to 
graduate, you encounter the notorious 
“Still Need 3 More Hours” monster. 
Avoid this by making sure early in your 
senior year that you’ve taken or will 
take all necessary classes.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): As the 
semester winds down, make sure you 
push yourself harder so you can finish 
with flying colors, and no duplicity 
involved.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): Get 
fired up! We only have a few weeks ’til 
December and Christmas. Get ready 
to fight tooth and nail for presents in 
stores. Just avoid shoplifting; mall cops 
aren’t too crazy about that.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): One thing 
is knowing you’re obsessed with 
something, the other thing is accepting 
it. Remember that life has a lot of little 
vices that will seek to derail you from 
success. Don’t give in.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): Even 
if you’re stuck in a rut and covered in 
mud, you can always look up. Whatever 
usually works for you got you in that 
situation in the first place. Alter your 
game plan and you might succeed in 
the land of the lost.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Here’s the 
ugly truth: Work begins when you walk 
down that aisle on graduation. Enjoy 
your youth, but remember that it fades, 
too. Your success will become your 
final destination.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): If you’re 
a hardcore gamer, to the point where it 
seems that any extract from your brain 
will be covered in tiny Nintendos, X-
boxes or PlayStations, you might want 
to turn off that console and make sure 
you’re keeping up to par with your 
actual obligations. The digital world 
will always be digital and--nonexistent.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): It’s 
always a sad thing when winter rolls 
around, and you accept the sad fact that 
Brownsville will never experience a 
whiteout. Counteract this by painting 
your entire house white!
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Love 
happens, but so does--something else. 
As the Marines say when facing a 
tough situation: “Improvise. Adapt. 
Overcome.”
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): As 
you may have read in past issues of 
The Collegian, the campus is a hotbed 
for paranormal activity. Stay alert for 
any ghosts, and those people you think 
are leaving class at 10 p.m. alongside 
with you. Make sure they’re not really 
ghostly surrogates.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): To the 
new freshmen coming in: If you’ve been 
party guys during high school, college 
is a good time to change. Become a 
serious, get yourself an education, be a 
law-abiding citizen, but don’t forget to 
enjoy life every once in awhile.
Some artists like to plan and strategize 
meticulously before daring to begin to work 
on their art. Others, however, are more 
carefree. 
Sophomore communication major 
Leslie Barrientos prefers to let the artwork 
manifest itself as she works on it. Barrientos 
said she does not put too much thought into 
what she is going to paint. It is only after it is 
completed that she finds “a meaning for it.”
Never formally trained in art, she said the 
theme of her artwork depends on whatever 
it is that moves and inspires her at that 
moment. 
 “It’s basically like where we live and like 
my surroundings and everything that is and 
everything that’s not,” she said.  
“Possibility” lets her explore everything 
without limitations, she said.
Freshman and artist Edward Michael 
Guillen said Barrientos invited him to see 
her paintings when they met in class and 
said he likes her work because it is different. 
Guillen said her work has its own style and 
one would automatically know it belongs to 
her.
“That’s how distinctive her style is and 
her creativity is,” he said. “You just know 
exactly whose it is when you see it, so it’s 
really good.”
Guillen likes drawing, photography and 
music and has recently collaborated with 
her on a painting.
Making a mistake in her artwork is not 
unnerving to Barrientos nor is it upsetting. 
“The imperfections are what makes art, 
art,” she said. “It makes it that much more 
unique.”
She said what makes her artwork different 
is that it is “all constructed with words.”  
“Words are just as powerful as drawing 
can be and I want to change that perspective 
of art,” she said.
Barrientos also gets inspired by music, 
such as with the painting titled “MC Warhol” 
that she worked on while listening to the 
song “Sleeping In” by The Radio Dept.
Although her art is created with words, if 
she had to categorize it she would say it is 
abstract. Barrientos usually uses cardboard 
and puts satin material over it which 
becomes her canvas. She enjoys painting 
with acrylic.  
She said she has always sketched, but 
never focused on her artwork until she got 
inspired by her friend’s paintings. One day 
she mentioned to him her desire to draw like 
he does and he responded that he has never 
taken art classes and simply “experiments” 
with different ways of drawing. 
This encouraged her to do the same.
She started using other materials in her 
artwork when her sister ripped out all the 
pages of a thesaurus. 
“I was like, I shouldn’t throw this away,” 
Barrientos said. “I should put it to good use, 
so I put it all over cardboard and I started 
painting on top of that.” 
She named the piece “Thesaurus,” which 
Guillen loved and plans to buy soon.
Freshman and artist Timothy Ramos 
appreciates Barrientos’ approach and 
eccentric way of working on her art.
“What I like about Leslie’s artwork is 
that it’s unique from what most people do,” 
Ramos said. “It’s pretty abstract, kind of 
bold. The way she develops it, she just does 
it on a whim, on a feeling and then she finds 
a meaning for it, so that’s what I really like 
about it.”
Barrientos plans to attend the Art Institute 
of Austin and aspires to work in advertising 
or become an assistant to a fashion 
designer. 
On Nov. 6 she exhibited her art for the 
first time at the McAllen Art Walk. People 
have purchased her art in the past. Works 
start at $20 for a one-sided piece and $40 
for a two-sided piece.
Barrientos enjoys working on her art in 
her room but was recently forbidden from 
doing so.
“I started off in my room, but then I got 
banned from painting there because I’m a 
very messy painter,” she said with a smile. 
“So, I moved to my garage. … That’s where 
I paint.”  
Barrientos said she sometimes sneaks into 
her room to paint at night when everyone’s 
asleep, but laughed that she sometimes gets 
caught by her mother.
Despite the fact that she loves working on 
her art, she plans to keep it as a hobby. 
About a month ago, with the help of 
friends, including Guillen, Barrientos 
developed Kookooka Productions to help 
promote art and music. She came up with the 
idea after she kept hearing people, including 
herself, complain that Brownsville was 
boring and there was not much to do.  
“[I thought], ‘Why don’t I do something 
about this,’” she said. “So I started a 
production.”
Barrientos said the name Kookooka is a 
random name she came up with one night 
after she searched and “experimented” with 
different ones. 
“I put bands together,” she said. “I talked 
to some artists and our first show will be 
Nov. 20 here at the Galeria 409.” 
Galeria 409 exhibits local artwork and 
has performances by local bands. It is 
located at 409 E. 13th St., between Levee 
and Elizabeth streets.
The production will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
with an exhibit of drawings, paintings, 
photographs and poetry and performances by 
local bands White Zebra, The Counterparts 
and The Child Forgives and Creates. San 
Antonio-based band Daytes will also 
perform and release its CD. 
Most of the artists and musicians are 
UTB/TSC students.
There is a $6 charge and drinks and 
cupcakes will be sold. Barrientos hopes 
to have monthly shows with similar 
productions at Galeria 409.
Artist’s blithe perspective creates distinct work
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
Sophomore communication major Leslie Barrientos shows her artworks, “Scattered Nonsense” and “MC Warhol,” 
which mix drawings and words.
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian
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Describe yourself in three words? “Loud, 
energetic and optimistic.”
Do you work out? “I jog; it’s the closest to 
working out.”
Do you have any hobbies? “Color guard.”
How long do you typically take to dress? “15 
minutes.”
How many rings do you wait before you 
answer the phone and why? “Two, because I 
like to see who’s calling.”
What is your best physical feature? “My 
smile.”
What is the most romantic gift you’ve given? 
“A little stuffed animal.”
Do you prefer brains or beauty? “A little bit 
of both; you can’t have one without the other.”
If you could be another person, who would 
you be? “I’d be Harry Potter.”
Word you use the most: “Huh?”
What has been the craziest thing you’ve 
done or someone has done to you? “I think 





I would love to be a: “Mentor.”
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
If you would like to be featured in Cupid’s 
Corner, call Cleiri Quezada at 882-5143 or 
send her an e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.
cLeiri Quezada/coLLegian
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542-47774434 E. 14th St. and Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville. TX 78520




       PANCHOS
with Beans, Cheese, 
Fajitas and Avocado






1/2 lb. CHEESEBURGER 
and Fries
COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
Gorditas • Steaks • Menudo • Caldo • Enchiladas • Tripas • 
Tacos de Brisket • Cabrito en Salsa • And MORE!
  Present coupon with UTB/TSC ID and get a FREE drink.
The Student Government Association did 
not meet quorum at Thursday’s meeting but 
informed a student audience of headway on 
its projects and urged students to attend this 
week’s meeting for a presentation on proposed 
tuition and fee increases. 
Absent from the meeting were Vice 
President of Accounting and Finance Luis 
Buentello, College of Liberal Arts Senator 
Sandra Esparza and Freshman Senators 
Joshuah Law, Noe Garza, Hugo Teran and 
Linda Castro. Due to their absences, the senate 
was not able to conduct any official business. 
However, Vice President of Administration 
David Polin announced the Business Affairs 
Division will present information on the 
proposed tuition and fee increases for the next 
biennium, which begins in Fall 2010.
“It will be great for students to show up 
with any questions, comments or concerns 
regarding tuition and fees,” Polin said.
The SGA meeting will be held at 5 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Union’s Salon 
Gardenia. 
Polin also informed the senate on the UTB/
TSC Parking Committee meeting held last 
Wednesday, where parking ticket appeals 
were accepted or denied.
“We are still pretty backlogged,” Polin said. 
“There are so many appeals. We are still on 
the summer. We haven’t even reached August 
yet.”
The next meeting will be held the first week 
of December to continue the sorting, Polin 
said.
Vice President of Historical Archives Rosa 
Law informed the senate on the flu vaccine 
voucher drive held last week. Thirty-four 
students redeemed the vouchers. Funds from 
the allocated money are still available, Law 
said, so another drive will be held. 
“It’s going to be a little different,” she said. 
“I need to schedule a meeting with [Student 
Health Services Director] Curet to see if she 
would approve that what we do is, as students 
walk in [to Student Health Services], we can 
tell them that on behalf of Student Government 
we are going to pay for their flu vaccine.”
Law also said that the SGA will participate 
in an event for the Great American Smokeout, 
scheduled from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday in 
the Endowment Courtyard.
“We are going to be handing out literature,” 
she said. “Also, if approved, we would be 
handing out muffins in exchange for cigarettes 
and coffee in exchange for cigarettes, just to 
encourage students, for that day, not to smoke 
because it’s a nationwide event that’s being 
held.”
The SGA also announced the winner of 
its essay contest. The SGA reviewed five 
submissions at Tuesday’s Executive Board 
meeting and selected the Scorpion Mixed 
Martial Arts organization as the winner. The 
club will receive $100.
SGA to host tuition and fees presentation
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer 
Not knowing how to cite a source on a 
research paper or writing assignment has 
caused students at UTB/TSC to be accused of 
plagiarism.
The Learning Enrichment Center and the 
Dean of Students Office sponsored APA and 
MLA style sessions on Tuesday so that students 
can learn how to properly cite sources.
The purpose of the sessions is to help 
students “avoid common citation error, the 
dreaded ‘plagiarism’ grade (F) and possible 
disciplinary referral,” according to an e-mail 
the dean sent to students on Nov. 9.
LEC Coordinator Griselda Valerio 
conducted the American Psychological 
Association (APA) style session on Tuesday, 
in which a total of five students attended at the 
noon presentation.
Valerio explained that copy and pasting is 
one way of plagiarizing and there are severe 
consequences, including expulsion from the 
university.
“There are other kinds of plagiarizing and 
that can occur through oversight.” Valerio 
said. “Maybe there’s a small section where, by 
accident, a student would put in a quote but 
forget the quotation marks.”
She says this may just be one element that 
could cause students to plagiarize even though 
that was not their intention.
Valerio suggested that students visit 
plagiarism.org, which offers guidance on better 
understanding  the APA and MLA formats.
Only two students attended the APA 6 p.m. 
session.
Meanwhile, LEC Assistant Director Daniel 
Perez directed the MLA style session to the 
three freshman students who attended.
“It’s really not a good idea to submit [the 
work of someone else], even if you change 
a few words; that can be a problem,” Perez 
said.
Students can write about the same idea in 
two different assignments; however, using the 
same information and words for both papers 
can be confused for plagiarism.
“Generally, you would want to keep the 
same topic, but maybe work and focus it on 
a different direction,” Perez said. “As long as 
there are substantial differences between the 
two, then you won’t have a problem.”
Freshman biology major Jessica Vallejo 
asked if citing herself in a paper was a 
problem.
Perez responded that by doing that, her 
professor would question her about it; it 
wouldn’t be proper citation.
“There’s another problem with respect to 
plagiarism that is misunderstood, and that 
would be common knowledge,” he said.
Common knowledge is information that the 
majority of the people know about.
“For example, everyone knows that 
UTB stands for the University of Texas at 
Brownsville,” Perez said.
A different type of common knowledge is 
found in our discipline, he said.
“We all know that the American Revolution 
took place in 1776, so you probably don’t have 
to cite that … but the minute you add detail, 
that’s when you begin to think, ‘I have to cite 
this,’” Perez said.
Freshman nursing major Deidre Chaisson 
was at the presentation and pointed out that 
statistics are an important piece of information 
that should be cited in student papers.
Perez gave the rest of the students an 
example of a statistic that does not have to be 
cited.
“The majority of the students on campus are 
Hispanic,” he said. “That’s probably common 
knowledge because if you happen to walk 
around campus, the majority of people on 
campus are going to be Hispanic, and if not, 
we assume they’re Hispanic.”
We have trouble when we’re citing because 
we think we came up with the idea ourselves, 




Learning Enrichment Center Assistant Director Daniel Perez informs freshman education major Yesenia Vallejo and freshman biology major Jessica Vallejo about proper 
citation during the MLA style session Tuesday afternoon.
Cleiri Quezada/Collegian
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Three ear-ringing rounds were fired from 
a cannon by the ROTC Program’s Bravo 
Troop, sounding out a salute to fallen soldiers, 
veterans and those currently serving in the 
armed forces. 
The cannon salute was part of the UTB/
TSC and Veterans Upward Bound Program’s 
10th annual Veterans Day ceremony.
Maj. Gen. Jose S. Mayorga, one of 
the event’s keynote speakers, described 
Veterans Day to The Collegian as “a day 
of remembrance and a day of honoring all 
of our veterans, past and present for laying 
down the foundation and for providing all the 
liberties that we hold so dear to our heart.”
The ceremony took place on the Cardenas 
Hall South Lawn at noon Tuesday  and 
opened with the invocation, read by Academic 
Counselor Robert Phaneuf, a retired chaplain 
for the U.S. Navy Reserve. ROTC Program 
Bravo Troop posted the colors, prompting 
a rendition of the national anthem by the 
UTB/TSC Bravo Opera Company. As the 
song came to a close, U.S. Coast Guard Capt. 
Robert J. Paulison led a helicopter flyover.
Phaneuf then introduced three speakers for 
the ceremony.
Cameron County Judge Carlos Cascos 
spoke about the need to support troops and 
their families on a daily basis and reminded 
the audience of the heroism of the nation’s 
veterans.
Paulison, who is the sector commander 
responsible for all Coast Guard operations in 
South Texas, spoke of tragedies such as one 
in Corpus Christi in which two naval aviator 
instructor pilots were killed when the craft 
they were flying crashed into the Gulf of 
Mexico, and a midair collision off the coast 
of San Diego that resulted in the loss of nine 
service members. 
He extended a special thank you to 108-
year-old Frank Buckles of West Virginia, the 
last surviving veteran of World War I.
Mayorga is the 50th adjunct general for 
Texas. He reminded the audience of the 
importance of the sacrifice veterans have 
made and the sacrifices that those currently 
serving have made.
Following the speakers were the 21-
gun salute, a performance of “Taps” by the 
American Legion Post 43-Brownsville and a 
rendition of “God Bless America,” sung by 
the Hanna High School Jive Choir.
Eloisa Tamez, associate professor and 
director of the university’s master of science 
in nursing program, explained the significance 
of the items on the POW/MIA table in front 
of the audience.
Tamez is a lieutenant colonel and 
commander of the Rio Grande Valley Group 
of the Texas Medical Brigade of the Texas 
State Guard.
Prizes were awarded by Leslie Bingham 
for the annual Veterans Upward Bound 
Program door decorating contest sponsored 
by Valley Baptist Medical Center.
First place went to the Chief Information 
Office; second place, Nursing Department; 
and third place, Technical Services. 
Phaneuf said the ceremony seems to be 
getting better every year.
 “This year is no exception,” he said. 
“Having the choir from Hanna and the panels 
from San Benito has been a really wonderful 
addition to this year’s ceremony.”
Remembering the fallen, honoring those serving
By Jeanette Martinez
Staff Writer
Cmdr. Raul Leal of American Legion Post 43 of Brownsville performs “Taps” in honor of 
fallen soldiers.
Veterans are recognized during the ceremony.
Members of American Legion Post 43 of Brownsville fire the 21-gun salute Tuesday during the 10th annual Veterans Day Ceremony 
on the Cardenas Hall South Lawn.
Members of the Hanna High School Jive Choir perform their rendition of “God Bless 
America.” 
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian Photos
Eloisa Tamez, program director of the master’s of science in nursing, explains the 
meaning of the elements on the POW/MIA table.
Miguel Pérez, a peer mentor in the ASPIRE 
program, climbs a rock wall, one of the Veterans 
Day Ceremony activities.
Page 10 • November 16, 2009 The Collegian
The Collegian November 16, 2009 • Page 11
On Campus/COmmunityPage 12 • November 16, 2009 The Collegian
“You’re Not Listening,” a play about the importance of listening, 
the harsh reality of ethnic prejudice, sexual assault and sexism, will be 
performed at 7 p.m. Friday in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
The play was written by Communication Chair and Associate 
Professor Sharaf Rehman and features UTB/TSC students and members 
of the community.
The production is sponsored by the Ford Foundation’s Difficult 
Dialogues Initiative. John Cook, an associate professor in the 
Communication Department, is the play’s director. 
 “In our culture, we are brought up thinking that the one who speaks 
has power,” Rehman said.
The play touches upon such difficult subjects that some cast members 
decided that they were unwilling to take part in the production due to 
discomfort in speaking of these subjects. 
The subject matter is dealt with sensitively, but still might be 
considered graphic by some. 
Multiple versions of the play have been produced all over the world, 
Rehman said. A version of the play is being translated into Russian. 
This will be the first time the play is produced in Brownsville.
Tickets for “You’re Not Listening” are $5 each at the box office. 
Half the proceeds will go to Friendship of Women Inc., a nonprofit 
organization that offers shelter to battered women.
Sexual assault among play’s topics
By Jeanette Martinez
Staff Writer
Freshman music performance major 
Veronique Medrano (center) portrays 
Samantha Perez in the play “You’re Not 
Listening” during rehearsal Wednesday 
in Cardenas Hall North. Also shown is 
sophomore communication major Susanna 
Zendejas, who portrays Kelly MacAllister.
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian
AUSTIN--The University of Texas System 
board of regents appointed Robert S. Nelsen 
president of The University of Texas-Pan 
American on Wednesday.
The board had named Nelsen, currently the 
associate vice president for Academic Affairs at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, as the 
sole finalist on Oct. 12.
Nelsen will assume the president’s position 
effective Jan. 1. He succeeds Blandina 
Cárdenas, who stepped down from the position 
last January. Charles A. Sorber has been serving 
as interim president since Feb. 16, and will work 
closely with Nelsen as he transitions into the 
presidency.  
“Dr. Nelsen possesses the administrative 
skills and experience necessary for this position 
and we are confident he will advance excellence 
at this important institution,” said regents’ 
Chairman James R. Huffines. “We would 
also like to thank Charles Sorber, a veteran 
academician and administrator who has now 
successfully served as the chief administrative 
officer of three University of Texas System 
academic institutions, for his service to UTPA 
and the UT System.”
UT System Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa 
said, “UTPA plays a critical role in providing 
higher education opportunities and economic 
vitality to the Rio Grande Valley. I am confident 
that Dr. Nelsen has the strong leadership skills 
necessary to make this institution an even more 
vibrant resource for the region and state.”
Before becoming associate vice president 
at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, Nelsen served 
as associate provost and vice provost at the 
University of Texas at Dallas. He has held 
numerous faculty appointments in literature at 
UT-Dallas and at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago.
“I am humbled and honored to be chosen 
to serve the students, staff and faculty at the 
University of Texas-Pan American and the 
citizens of the Rio Grande Valley,” Nelsen said. 
“I firmly believe a saying that I have heard 
several times in my recent trips to the Valley: 
‘As South Texas goes, so goes Texas and the 
nation.’
“UT-Pan American has become and will 
continue to be a leading force for growth, 
economic development and progress in the 
Valley. The university’s students are superb as 
are the faculty and staff. Together, we will work 
hand in hand with industry and business leaders, 
educators both at the community college and 
independent school district levels and local, 
state and national elected officials to ensure the 
future of the Valley and especially the future of 
our youth.” 
Nelsen earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in political science from Brigham 
Young University in Provo, Utah, and his 
doctoral degree from the Committee on Social 
Thought at the University of Chicago.
The University of Texas-Pan American is 
located in Edinburg. UTPA provides program 
specific classes in Rio Grande City, McAllen 
and South Padre Island in addition to those 
offered through the online learning center. 
Since its inception in 1927, the University of 
Texas-Pan American has conferred over 2,600 
associate’s, 50,000 bachelor’s, 10,600 master’s 
and 100 doctoral degrees. UTPA provides a 
choice of 57 bachelor’s, 57 master’s, three 
doctoral and two cooperative doctoral programs 
within six colleges.
Nelsen named president of UT-Pan American
Grant talk
MichaeL Peña/coLLegian
National Institute of Health representative Alberto Rivera talks about the Minority Biomedical 
Research Support Research Initiative for Scientific Enhancement program during the MBRS 
Technical Assistance Workshop on Nov. 3. The workshop provided assistance in grant writing 
for research funding for faculty at UTB/TSC.  The event was sponsored by the university’s 
Division of Research. 
Robert S. Nelson
Courtesy Photo/utPA
After clinching the 2009 
Red River Athletic Conference 
tournament championship, the 
Scorpions’ next challenge will 
be against a yet-to-be-determined 
opponent Saturday in the NAIA 
National Tournament Opening 
round. 
As of press time Friday, 
the game’s venue also was 
undetermined due to ongoing 
conference tournaments. An 
announcement was expected 
Sunday.
Last year, the opening round 
was the end of the road for the 
Scorpions (17-0-1 overall, 8-
0 RRAC), who fell 3-0 to the 
University of Mobile (Ala.). This 
year, UTB/TSC has a chance to 
host the game, and the men’s 
soccer team is confident.
“We want to win … especially, 
if we’re going to be here at home 
in Brownsville,” Head Coach Dan 
Balaguero said. “We want to get 
a big crowd, we want to put on a 
good display for the crowd. But 
at this stage, every team is good, 
and it’s not going to be an easy 
game, but I think we’ll be more 
than ready for whoever comes 
down here.”
Goalkeeper Juan Gamboa, one 
of the team’s hometown heroes, 
believes the team is ready.
“The whole team’s been 
waiting for this all season and 
we managed to get here, so 
everyone’s feeling confident … 
and we’re sure we’re going to 
do a good job in this opening 
round.”
Defender Omar Apodaca is no 
stranger to the NAIA opening 
round or the tournament, as last 
year he was part of the Bethel 
College (Tenn.) side that won the 
national championship.
Asked what advice he offered 
to his new teammates, Apodaca 
replied in Spanish, “Get out every 
game with everything we’ve got, 
and be focused. We have a very 
good team, so I say we’re going 
to play a good role.” 
Asked what differences there 
are between the Bethel team and 
the Scorpions, he replied that the 
“differences are plenty, but the 
important thing is that the quality 
is there, and the desire to win is 
there, so I say we’ll do fine.”
On Nov. 7, the UTB/TSC Men’s 
Soccer Team became conference 
champions for the third year in 
a row after defeating Our Lady 
of the Lake University (12-7, 7-
2) in the tournament final, held 
at Texas Wesleyan University’s 
Martin Field in Fort Worth.
In the final, midfielder Steve 
Howard opened up the score late 
in the first half off a corner kick 
by midfielder Robin Edjeholm. 
In the second half, forward Aaron 
Guerrero scored the second goal 
off an assist by Evans Frimpong.
The Scorpions would have 
shut out the Saints were it not 
for a last-minute penalty kick by 
forward Tomas Flores.
To get to the final, the Scorpions 
downed the Texas College Steers 
2-0 with goals by Guerrero and 
midfielder Rogelio Perez in the 
semifinals.
In the other semifinals, No. 
3 seeded Our Lady of the Lake, 
a RRAC newcomer, upset No. 
2-seeded Huston-Tillotson 
University by defeating them 5-4 
in a penalty shootout. The night 
before, the Saints had downed 
No. 6-seeded and host Texas 
Wesleyan University 2-1.
The Scorpions and the Saints 
had faced each other on Oct. 3 
in a road game for the Scorpions, 
who came off the day with a 1-0 
victory.
“They were tough games,” 
Gamboa reflected, “but I feel 
our team was able to overcome 
any problems we had, and we 
managed to get the wins.”
Balaguero was confident from 
the get-go.
“Both teams we played did a 
really good job,” he said. “They 
were both really organized 
defensively, and they were hard 
to break down. But in fairness 
to our guys, it was only really a 
matter of time before we scored, 
and we knew that once we scored 
the first one, we’d probably go on 
and win the game.”
Since its inception in 2007, 
the men’s soccer team has 
been undefeated in conference, 
winning 31 games overall. 
Balaguero, whose record at the 
helm of the program now stands 
at 46-10-2, credits the players for 
the success.
“We can put order and some 
kind of structure, but the guys 
are the ones who actually go out 
there and get the job done day in 
and day out, and I think it tells 
you that the players are winners 
and strong mentally,” the coach 
said.
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Scorpions in second try for national title
Scorpion goalie Juan Gamboa prepares a counterattack after stopping an indirect free kick during the Nov. 7 Red River Athletic 
Conference tournament championship game against the Our Lady of the Lake University Saints. The Scorpions won the match, 2-1.
Courtesy Photo
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
Women’s soccer in NAIA opening round
Scorpion midfielder Sara DiBenedetto celebrates scoring a goal during the 2009 RRAC 
tournament finals with teammates Helen Wagstaff and Leah Russelll. The Scorpions 
defeated the Our Lady of the Lake University Saints 1-0.
Courtesy Photo
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team (11-4-2 
overall, 6-1-1 RRAC) is gunning for victory, not only 
in the Red River Athletic Conference, but in the NAIA 
national championship opening round, which is set to 
be played Saturday against a yet-unknown opponent.
Come what may, the Scorpions are ready.
“In practice, we’ve been doing pretty well, the 
girls are really relaxed right now,” midfielder Sara 
DiBenedetto said. “So, I guess when it comes closer 
to the game that we’ll be playing … I think we’ll get 
really pumped up and get to work.”
Head Coach Nik Barjkatarevic hopes that the 
opponent will provide a tough game.
“We’re hoping it’s going to be a good team, a team 
that will challenge us tactically, physically, challenge 
us in any way possible, so I definitely think we’re 
ready,” Barjkatarevic said.
As of press time, the venue for the game also was 
undetermined, as there were still ongoing conference 
tournaments.
The Scorpions have ached for this game since they 
fell 2-1 to Northwood University in the 2008 Red 
River Athletic Conference tournament.
And that’s exactly what they got Nov. 7, as they 
won the 2009 RRAC Tournament, defeating RRAC 
newcomer and No. 4 seed Our Lady of the Lake 
University 1-0 in the final, which was played at Texas 
Wesleyan University’s Martin Field in Fort Worth.
In the final game, the No. 2-seeded Scorpions’ first 
and only goal came early in the second half off the 
iron foot of DiBenedetto, who scored off an assist by 
defender Chelsea Maidment.
In the semifinals Nov. 6, the Scorpions defeated host 
and defending champion Texas Wesleyan University 
4-2, after trailing 1-0 in the first half. The goals were 
provided courtesy of forwards Linette Cuvillier and 
Leah Russell, and midfielders DiBenedetto and Helen 
Wagstaff.
The Our Lady of the Lake University Saints had 
a bit of a Cinderella conference tournament, first 
defeating No. 5-seeded University of the Southwest, 
then following it up by a surprise 2-1 upset over No. 1 
seed and tournament favorite Northwood University, 
whose last game was a 2-0 victory against the 
Scorpions.
Earlier in the season, the Saints and the Scorpions 
had faced each other, and the game ended in a 0-0 tie 
that no doubt heralded this year’s tournament final.
“We definitely outplayed them,” Barjaktarevic said. 
“I think they had a couple of chances, but we denied 
everything defensively, and scored a good goal and 
had a lot of good chances, so it felt really good. We’re 
so excited about the players. I think they had a lot of 
fun, just playing and winning, and knowing the fact 
that we did qualify for the national tournament.”
DiBenedetto said the Scorpions “were playing a 
really competitive team who wouldn’t just give us the 
game, so we knew we had a job to get done and it 
wouldn’t be easy to get.”
She described scoring the game-winning goal.
“It was a team effort; we worked the ball well up 
the field, and then I just finished it off,” DiBenedetto 
said. “And getting that goal early in the second half 
was one of the best feelings ever and we were really 
happy, but there was still the rest of the game to keep 
that lead.”
Asked how she felt about the Scorpions returning 
to the RRAC finals for the first time since 2007, 
DiBenedetto said the team was “anticipating playing 
Northwood in the finals and that would have been 
really good just to kind of beat them there because 
they beat us last year.” After the Knights fell to the 
Saints, the team was confident but not cocky that they 
could “finish the job,” she said.
“We really didn’t care who we played, we wanted 
the best team to win and it was Our Lady of the Lake,” 
Barjaktarevic said, adding later that both Northwood 
and Our Lady of the Lake deserved to be in the finals. 
“That’s what we need in the conference, everybody 
getting better and better and in the end, it’s making us 
better, and whatever teams come out, we’re happy it 
was us this year.”
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor




Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, December 2nd. 
You will need to come by the Field Experiences Of�ice to 
register and pick up your admission ticket prior to the 
Benchmark Test date. If you need further information, 
please contact our Field Experiences Of�ice at 882-5700.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
Legislature’s regular session last year.   
“[HCR 288] allows us to have a total 
aggregate increase in tuition and fees not to 
exceed $280; I mean, you know, that’s chump 
change,” Zavaleta said. “I think it is important 
for us to really [exercise] due diligence in the 
request because I fully expect there are some 
new requests to increase fees as well as tuition, 
but the whole thing cannot exceed $280.”
HCR 288 calls for increasing tuition and 
fees no more than $9.33 per semester credit 
hour for institutions of higher education. 
According to the draft presentation, the rate 
per semester credit hour was $10 in Fall 
2009 based on 15 semester credit hours. The 
university is proposing the maximum increase 
on an average of 15 semester credit hours in 
2010 and again in 2011.
Rosemary Martinez, vice president for 
Business Affairs and co-chair of the committee, 
said the cap limits UTB/TSC’s ability to raise 
the revenues for institutional operations.
“We had record enrollment increases in the 
fall of 2009 and so we had to struggle with the 
need to add additional faculty and deal with all 
the demands in the different service areas and 
we will continue to do that without having the 
additional resources that we might generate 
from increases,” Martinez said. 
She said UTB/TSC has the second lowest 
tuition rate in the UT System, with tuition rates 
slightly lower than UT Pan-American.
The summary of the compulsory and 
incidental fee requests was “sobering” for the 
committee. All proposed requests, including 
designated tuition, the medical services fee, 
technology fee and incidental fees, total 
$18.79, which is over the cap by $9.46, 
according to the latest draft presentation. 
Zavaleta asked Martinez if there was any 
opportunity for new incidental fee proposals, 
such as the architecture program fee.
Martinez replied: “It depends on what our 
priorities are. You ask me, I would say no, but 
institutionally we need to decide that.”
Hilda Silva, vice president for Student 
Affairs, advocated for a $2 increase in the 
medical services fee, pointing out that the fee 
is the only way she can fund the program.
“We can only use that specifi c fee and we 
can’t use anything else and I understand the big 
picture, but I also feel I have a responsibility to 
advocate for that department,” Silva said. 
Zavaleta said administrators had been 
anticipating cutbacks but did not realize “it 
would be that frugal.”
The committee is comprised of 22 members, 
according to the tuition policy advisory 
committee Web site.  Members include two 
students: Luis Buentello, vice president of 
fi nance and administration for the Student 
Government Association, and graduate 
student Rosalinda Rangel, who is the clerk for 
the SGA.
Asked by The Collegian why there are 
only two students serving on the committee, 
Zavaleta replied that the committee’s 
membership was reduced from two years 
ago.
“Two years ago it was, in my opinion at 
least, there were just too many people,” he 
told The Collegian in telephone interview. 
“There’s representatives for students, just like 
there’s two representatives from the Provost’s 
Offi ce.”
Zavaleta said the meetings are open and 
encouraged people to attend and give input.
“I can assure you as co-chair, I never have 
students out of mind,” he said.
The committee faces a tight schedule and 
offi cials anticipate recommendations will be 
made to UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García 
by the end of December.
Draft proposals are due to the UT System 
Offi ce of Academic Affairs no later than Jan. 
29, 2010, according to system documents.
Compulsory fees are assessed to all students. 
Designated tuition, which is a subset of tuition, 
is also grouped in this category and is used 
for general student purposes. According to 
a tuition and fee draft presentation, there are 
four compulsory fee increase requests. The 
following are increase requests in existing 
compulsory fees:
--Designated Tuition would increase by $9.33, from 
$82.50 to $91.83 per semester credit hour, generating 
estimated additional revenue of $2,294,070.
--Student Health Services asked to increase the Medical 
Services Fee from $20 to $22, generating an estimated 
$67,486 in additional revenue;
--Instructional Support is requesting to consolidate the 
existing computer access fee and the automation fee into a 
technology fee. The fee would increase from the combined 
$17.36 to $25 per semester credit hour, generating an 
estimated $1,878,531 in additional revenue;
--Graduate Studies is requesting to increase the 
Graduate Tuition Differential from $30 to $37.50 per 
semester credit hour, generating an estimated $84,203 in 
additional revenue. 
Incidental fees are specifi c to a certain 
program or department. According to the 
draft presentation, a total of 26 incidental 
fee requests have been made; this includes 
new fees and increases in existing fees. The 
following are new fee requests, increases to 
existing fees and deletions of existing fees:
--The Fine Arts Department is requesting a new fee for 
the architecture program, ranging $45 to $180, depending 
on the type of course taken, generating an estimated 
$16,350 in additional revenue.
--The Computer and Information Sciences Department 
is requesting to increase its CIS fee from $30 to $32 per 
course, generating an estimated $2,400 in additional 
revenue. The department also is requesting to delete the 
$35 computer literacy fee.
--Graduate Studies wants to increase the graduate 
student advising fee from $25 to $35 per semester; 
increase the doctoral application fee from $30 to $50 
per occurrence; and the late application fee from $15 to 
$25 per occurrence, generating an estimated $26,750 in 
additional revenue. The department proposes to delete the 
$50 per occurrence comprehensive exam fee.
--The School of Business is requesting a new 
departmental administration fee of $5.23 per semester 
credit hour per course for undergraduate students and 
$6.41 per semester credit hour per course for graduate 
students, generating an estimated $101,025 in additional 
revenue. 
--The School of Health Sciences is requesting to 
increase the nursing skills course fee in its associate 
degree nursing program from $18 to $20 per course; 
increase the induction fee from $10 to $12 per course; 
and increase the vocational nursing orientation fee from 
$30 to $32 per course, generating an estimated $1,800 in 
additional revenue.
In addition, the School of Health Sciences has requested 
a new Evolve Online Ed program fee, which is proposed 
at $97.20 per course; a new Evolve Advanced Placement 
fee, proposed at $194.40 per course. The school wants 
to delete the $97.50 meds total curriculum support fee, 
which would save students $126.
--The bachelor’s of science in nursing and master’s of 
science in nursing programs are requesting three new fees: 
a BSN orientation fee at a proposed $40 per course; BSN 
application fee at a proposed $12 per course; and an MSN 
orientation fee at a proposed $20 per course, generating an 
estimated $4,360 in additional revenue.
--The Applied Business Technology program wants to 
delete its $40 legal assisting/paralegal fee.
--The Industrial Technology Department is requesting 
an increase in four existing fees: the auto body program 
fee would increase from $35 to $45 per course; the auto 
mechanics program fee would increase from $30 to $35; 
the AC refrigeration program fee would increase from 
$30 to $45 per course; and the building trades program 
fee would increase from $25 to $35 per course.
The department also has requested a new electronics 
engineering program fee of $30. The total increases 
and new fees would generate an estimated $22,525 in 
additional revenue for the department.
--The Health and Human Performance Department 
is requesting two new fees: the exercise testing and 
prescription lab fee at a proposed rate of $20 per course 
and the fi rst-aid training fee at a proposed rate of $10 
Fee
Continued from Page 1
being vaccinated and that the vaccine felt 
“weird” when the nurse squirted the nasal 
mist vaccine up her nose. 
Although seasonal fl u vaccines have 
been scarce all over the U.S., Lopez said 
only a few parents were choosing it for 
their children over the H1N1 vaccine.
“I’d say 90 percent of the vaccines that 
are going out tonight have all been H1N1,” 
he said.
Lopez said they were expecting an 
“excess of 1,000 people” to show up to the 
clinic.
“Right now, we have little better than 790 
that we’ve seen already and the evening is 
not half gone yet,” he said.
The H1N1 vaccine takes two weeks 
to have any effect after it has been 
administered. County offi cials are 
concerned with parents prolonging the 
vaccination of their children.
“We’ve been blessed in many ways 
because we are beginning to see a decrease 
in the prevalence of [the H1N1 virus] right 
now, but that could be the beginning of a 
new wave too,” Lopez said.
He said the county had extra doses and 
wanted to make sure the school districts 
were provided with the vaccine and 
although he would like to see another clinic 
similar to the one on Wednesday open soon, 
he was unsure when that would be.  
“In order to get big quantities to do mass 
vaccinations, we have to cache them,” he 
said. “That means, hold them back; store 
them until we get a big group together. That 
looks very unlikely right now considering 
that there’s a shortage nationwide and 
especially in Texas. Though we’re getting 
a lot of dosages, it’s kind of diffi cult to get 
to everybody.”
All of the vaccines were provided by the 
Cameron County Department of Health 
and Human Services.
Lopez recommends that everyone wash 
their hands and cover their cough to help 
prevent infl uenza.
Eymard said her family takes precautions 
by washing their hands often and using 
Germ-X, a hand sanitizer. 
“[We are] being very rigorous about 
being clean,” Eymard said. “It’s just the 
most we can do right now, I guess.”
On Nov. 9, the San Benito, Harlingen, 
La Feria, Los Fresnos, Point Isabel, Santa 
Rosa and Santa Maria school districts 
administered vaccinations.
H1N1
Continued from Page 1
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Regardless of level of study--doctoral, 
master’s or undergraduate--UTB/TSC 
is attracting attention from national and 
international organizations.
Maria Principe, a Fulbright Scholar from the 
Department of Engineering at the University 
of Sannio in Benevento, Italy, is working 
on campus with professors in the Center for 
Gravitational Wave Astronomy. 
The Fulbright Scholars Program is an 
international educational exchange program 
sponsored by the U.S. government and is 
designed to increase mutual understanding 
between the people of the United States and the 
people of other countries, according to its Web 
site. As a Fulbright Scholar, Principe had the 
choice of many different institutions worldwide, 
but selected UTB/TSC because she believes she 
can benefit from past research CGWA professors 
have conducted. 
“As a Fulbright Scholar, you can choose to 
go wherever, you have a lot of choices,” said 
Robert Stone, director of educational outreach 
with the CGWA. “That she chose to come here 
makes a big statement.”
Principe’s research involves analyzing data 
from the Laser and Interferometer Gravitational-
wave Observatory (LIGO). With a budget of 
$800 million, it is the largest funded program in 
the history of the National Science Foundation.
“[LIGO] is a very special experiment 
because it is aimed at detecting gravitational 
waves,” said Soma Mukherjee, the Physics 
and Astronomy Department interim  chair 
and associate professor. “These things were 
predicted theoretically by [Albert] Einstein 
almost a hundred years ago. … These have 
never been observed directly until now.”
Gravitational waves are ripples in the fabric of 
space-time produced by the activities of cosmic 
bodies, such as the collision of two black holes 
or shock waves from the cores of supernova 
explosions, according to the LIGO Web site.
Advising Principe are Mukherjee and 
Assistant Professor Soumya Mohanty, who 
have experience analyzing LIGO data. 
“Our research group at this university is one 
of the biggest and most active groups in this 
field of research,” Mukherjee said. “It’s one of 
the most important questions of 21st century 
science, the detection of gravitational waves.
“We all look at different aspects, but 
connected to this, so, Maria is here to work with 
us on some of these aspects.”
When analyzing data to look for proof of 
gravitational waves, one of the complications 
in analyzing LIGO data comes from a large 
amount of “noise,” data picked up that obscures 
the gravitational wave readings, Mohanty said. 
“Imagine that you are at a rock concert, 
and you are looking at the recording from a 
microphone,” Mohanty said. “You are not going 
to hear one pure tone signal. You are going to 
hear a huge cacophony, right? If you are trying 
to find that one pure signal in the middle of all 
this, imagine how you would go about doing 
that. You would have to find the one pure tone 
signal so that you can chop the frequencies and 
take that little frequency. But even if you did 
that, there would still be stuff hiding the pure 
tone signal.”
Much like sound at the rock concert, the 
“noise” is mixed with the gravitational wave 
data. In order to process the data, a complex 
algorithm must predict how much of the data is 
noise and how much is useful data. 
“If you don’t have a reliable, accurate 
model of the noise, it is difficult to extract the 
signal,” Principe said. “Everyone up to now 
has concentrated on the effecting noise, the 
underlying noise to be regular enough … 
but I am trying to develop a more accurate 
model to build a detection algorithm, which is 
more appropriate in the external kind of noise 
appearing at the opposite of the gravitational 
waves.”
Principe arrived in October and will depart in 
April.
Sharing an office with Principe is Hernán 
Pablo Daveloza, a master’s student in the 
Physics and Astronomy Department who 
will be traveling to the LIGO observatory in 
Hanford, Wash., for a fellowship upon receiving 
his degree in May. 
The other student to receive a fellowship at 
LIGO was from the University of Michigan, 
which has one of the biggest physics programs 
nationally among public institutions, Stone 
said.
 “It’s a statement about the level of preparation 
the students are getting here, that they’re about 
to contribute there at LIGO,” Stone said. “LIGO 
is run by CalTech and MIT, so it’s a big deal that 
UTB’s in there also.”
Daveloza attributes receiving the fellowship 
to both a little luck and the faculty in the 
CGWA. After a trip was offered by Director 
Mario Diaz, he went to the observatory for 
two weeks earlier this semester, accompanying 
Assistant Professor Malik Rakhmanov and two 
undergraduate students. 
“Malik showed me everything about the 
observatory and he just made the contacts that 
he knows in the observatory,” Daveloza said.
He made another trip a short while later with 
Diaz, meeting Rick Savage, who suggested 
Daveloza’s thesis topic and is also his fellowship 
mentor. 
One part of the thesis deals with fine-
tuning the calibration process of some of the 
interferometry equipment used at LIGO.
 “This is a very, very sensitive instrument, so 
you have to take into account everything so that 
you know what’s happening,” Daveloza said. 
“We are working with the calibration of the 
instrument. That’s been a lot of time just getting 
the computer, making data, analyzing graph and 
taking data.”
Another part of the project deals with 
studying how the models must be changed as 
the frequencies examined increase. 
“In a high frequency, there begins to be a 
mismatch between the model they used and the 
data that they acquired,” Daveloza said. “They 
realized that the model was too simple and had 
to be another thing if they want to have a very 
good signal at high frequencies.”
During his fellowship, Daveloza will work on 
obtaining his Ph.D. through the joint program 
UTB/TSC has with the University of Texas 
at San Antonio, though all the research will 
be done in Washington. After that, he plans to 
return to his native Argentina.
“My main idea when I came here was to take 
all the degrees and all the things that I can and 
go back to Argentina and keep teaching--I’m 
a teacher there--and go to this research group 
that a friend of mine was working at,” he said, 
“but right now, when I finish this, I [will] have 
to think.”
Senior biology major Oscar Sosa has been at 
the NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston 
this semester through the University Student 
Research Program.
“You hear NASA and biology and you think 
‘How does that work?’ I’m working in the 
Astromaterials Research Scientist Directorate 
and part of the program in this area of NASA 
is to work on astrobiology,” Sosa said during 
a telephone interview. “My specific project 
is to work on cyanobacteria microbes. These 
microbes are capable of doing photosynthesis 
like plants, but at the same time, they’re not 
really plants, they’re bacteria.”
The bacteria that Sosa is studying are a 
particular strain that was found in hot springs in 
Yellowstone National Park.
“We work with them because they might be 
descendants of ancient cyanobacteria that lived 
a long time ago when the Earth was barely 
forming, when the ocean was spread throughout 
the surface, when there were conditions like a lot 
of UV light radiation, a lot of minerals dissolved 
in the ocean,” he said.
Those conditions are almost mirrored by the 
conditions in the Yellowstone hot springs.
“The hot springs are rich in minerals that for 
other bacteria would be toxic,” Sosa said. “The 
hot springs obviously have a high temperature. 
… That makes these cyanobacteria pretty 
interesting because they can stand these high 
temperatures and they are tolerant to high 
temperatures.”
Sosa went to Houston in late August and 
will return at the end of November. While the 
internship provides room and board, he did, 
however, have to make some sacrifices.
“I had to sacrifice being enrolled full time,” 
he said. “I’m only taking one class. It’s called 
Biology Internship, so that will give me three 
credits for the internship, but it’s not really a 
class that I attend. I’ll write a report, make a 
presentation and then I’ll be graded.”
Sosa would like to enter a marine biology 
program to study microbes that play pivotal 
roles in ecosystems at the molecular level.
“If I were to study cyanobacteria in graduate 
school, for instance, I would like to do some 
molecular work on it, but also I would study 
an organism that has a lot of impact in the 
ecosystem,” he said. “There are a lot of organisms, 
for instance, that are the main source of oxygen 
because they also do photosynthesis.”
Students spotlight university’s research
By David Boon
Staff Writer
Maria Principe, a Fulbright Scholar from the Department of Engineering at the University of Sannio in 
Benevento, Italy, explains some of the data involved with her doctoral thesis. Principe arrived in October and 
will be working with UTB/TSC’s Physics and Astronomy Chair and Associate Professor Soma Mukherjee and 
Assistant Professor Souyma Mohanty until April.
DaviD Boon/Collegian
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Name: American Criminal Justice 
Association
Purpose: To encourage the establishment 
and expansion of higher education and 
professional training in criminal justice; to 
foster professionalism in law enforcement 
and corrections personnel and agencies; 
to promote professionalism and academic 
and public awareness of criminal justice 
issues; and to provide a unifi ed voice 
for professionals in and students of the 
criminal justice fi eld.
Established: 2001
President: Elvira C. Alvarado
Vice President: Fernando Reyna
Secretary: Daisy Solis
Treasurer: Sandra Marquez
Sgt. at Arms: Raul Contreras
Historian: Lizandra Zuniga
Adviser: Susan Ritter
Events: American Criminal Justice 
Association Regional Competition, Fiesta 
del Paseo, hamburger sales, chili-cheese 
dog sales, car washes and Halloween 
Havoc. 
Awards: Fall 2009 American Criminal 
Justice Association Regional Competition 
awards include: fi rst and second place, 
upper division crime scene; second and 
third place, physical agility; second place, 
upper division criminal law; second place, 
upper division LAE knowledge; and third 
place, lower division LAE knowledge. 
Community Service: 10th annual Walk 
for Safe Families & Safety Fair, Blanket 
Drive, Sweater and Canned Food Drive 
and Community Trash Cleanup.
Meetings: 3 to 4 p.m. Mondays in the 
Student Union’s Salon Jacaranda. 
Requirements: Must be UTB/TSC 
students employed in an area concerned 
with the administration of criminal justice, 
enrolled in a program of study in the 
criminal justice fi eld or in the forensic 
program with a minimum of a 2.5 GPA.
Dues: $36 annually for national and $10 
per semester for local dues.
For more information: e-mail Ritter at 
susan.ritter@utb.edu. 
--Compiled by Elizabeth A. Perez
Members of the American Criminal Justice Association include (front row, from left) President Elvira Alvarado, Treasurer Sandra Marquez, Monica Gonzalez, Celia Ortega, Historian Lizandra Zuniga, Jasmine Montoya, Nancy 
Leyva and Secretary Daisy Solis. Back row: Sergeant at Arms Raul Contreras, Vice President Fernando Reyna, Jose Luis Sosa, Criminal Justice Lecturer Anastasia Lawrence, Robert Escobedo, Josie Gamez and Criminal Justice 
Associate Professor and Adviser Susan Ritter.
Students who have an idea that can 
translate into a great business opportunity 
may enter the International Innovation 
Center’s Business Plan Competition next 
semester.
The International Innovation Center, 
located in the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center, will host 
the competition in Spring 2010, and the 
center can help students get started.
The center offers workshops for students 
who want to design their own business 
plan. Through the center, students can get 
help from business professionals.
Alejandro Meade, center manager, said 
the center is trying to raise awareness and 
money.
“Everybody thinks of the maquiladoras,” 
Meade said, “so they think that we can work 
with our hands, but nobody thinks that we 
can think, so the purpose of this is to try to 
get people to think and to show there are 
innovative people here in Brownsville.”
He explained that the most “innovative” 
business plan wins the money the center 
raises and uses it to start the business. 
“We accept business plans, so we have 
one set of judges that judges the business 
plan based on [its] content,” Meade said. 
“Then, we have another set of judges that 
reviews the presentations of the business 
plan, so then, we score the business plan, 
both the presentation and the written 
portion, and the one that scores the highest 
wins the money.”
The goal this year is to collect more than 
$5,000 from local businesses. 
“I have contacted the different 
organizations throughout the university, 
hoping that maybe we can get them to help 
us and maybe we can have some kind of 
events to try to raise money,” he said.
The fi rst Business Plan Competition 
was held last year. A total of 14 people 
participated, but only 10 of the competitors 
made it to the oral presentation of their 
business plan; and, from those business 
plans presented, the judges selected a 
winner who received $6,000.  
“Last year … we opened it up to the 
entire [Rio Grande] Valley and this year 
we are only opening it up for UTB/TSC 
[students],” Meade said.  
To obtain more information, students can 
dial 882-4119 or visit the center’s Web site 
at http://blue.utb.edu/wtce/iic/index.html.





UTB/TSC celebra la Semana de la 
Educación Internacional con bailes, 
festivales de comida, obras de teatro y otras 
actividades. 
“Es una celebración de diferentes culturas”, 
dijo Aragelia Salazar, asesora de estudiantes 
internacionales para el departamento de 
Servicios Multiculturales e Internacionales. 
“Es como celebrar el tener a estudiantes 
de otros países aquí en la universidad, a 
través de eventos [y] actividades que ellos 
comparten”.
Este es el décimo año que Estados Unidos 
lo celebra. El festejo comenzó el sábado y 
concluye el viernes.
“La Semana de la Educación Internacional 
es una oportunidad para celebrar los 
beneficios de la educación internacional y el 
intercambio en el mundo”, cita la página de 
Internet del Departamento de Estado de los 
Estados Unidos. 
Esta iniciativa es realizada por los 
Departamentos de Estado y de Educación con 
el fin de estimular programas que preparen a 
los americanos y para atraer a futuros líderes 
del extranjero a los Estados Unidos. 
La celebración del campus inició el 
sábado con la obra de teatro “Princesas 
Desesperadas”, organizado por el club 
estudiantil Café Literario.
“Es [sobre] la vida de las princesas de 
Disney, 15 años después de casadas con 
sus príncipes azules”, comentó Salazar. “Es 
cómica y es muy actual”.
Según la reseña, en la obra escrita por 
Tomás Urtusástegui en el 2007, “se tocan 
temas reales como desordenes alimenticios, 
gordura, dietas, relaciones sexuales, cambios 
hormonales, menstruación, menopausia, 
economía familiar, labores domésticos, 
negocios, embarazo, divorcio, viajes, sueños, 
reconciliaciones matrimoniales, machismo, 
chismes y de más temas cotidianos”.
Hoy a las 6:30 p.m. se realizará el evento 
“Aprende bailes típicos de otras partes del 
mundo”, en el Centro REK. Los bailables de 
Israel, Africa y Rusia serán efectuados por el 
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán y serán dirigidos 
por la profesora y jefa del departamento de 
Salud y Rendimiento Humano Zelma Mata.
“Tu nombre en distintos idiomas” se 
llevará a cabo el martes a las 11 a.m. en el 
patio entre los edificios Mary Rose Cárdenas 
Norte y Sur.  Se contará con la 
asistencia estudiantes de 
países como India, China, 
Taiwán, Croacia y Sri 
Lanka.
La “Callejoneada” 
se realizará por la 
Estudiantina Azul 
y Fuego de UTB/
TSC a las 6 p.m. 
el miércoles en el 
área Free Speech. “Es 
básicamente ir cantando 
con la estudiantina, 
como típicamente se hace en 
Guanajuato [México], pero esta 
vez la queremos hacer local”, dijo Salazar. 
“Van a ir cantando y llegamos a lo que es [el 
patio del edificio de Educación y Negocios] 
EDBC”.
Al término del evento, se continuará con 
un “Espectáculo de Talento de Estudiantes 
Internacionales”, en el patio de EDBC. 
El tradicional “Festival de comida 
internacional” se efectuará el jueves de 12 
a 1:30 p.m. en el Salón Cassia del edificio 
EDBC y es realizado por la Organización de 
Estudiantes Internacionales de UTB/TSC.
Los boletos tienen un costo de $5 si se 
compran con tiempo y $6 el día del evento. 
“Vamos a tener comida, principalmente 
y obviamente, mexicana y americana, 
también vamos a tener variedad de comida 
china, francesa, italiana, argentina, española, 
etc.”, explicó José Luis Barba, estudiante de 
administración de empresas de tercer año y 
presidente de la Organización de Estudiantes 
Internacionales.
La presentación de “Estudios en el 
extranjero” se realizará a las 2 p.m. en el 
salón de conferencias del tercer 
piso del edificio SET-B.
De acuerdo a la página 
de Internet del Estado, 
alrededor de 242,000 
estudiantes de los 
Estados Unidos 
estudiaron en el 




comunicación de tercer 
año, recomendó asistir a 
los eventos de Semana de la 
Educación Internacional.
“Es bien importante para que aprendan 
más sobre otras culturas, porque es una 
semana dedicada a conocer más sobre otros 
países”, platicó López.
Semana de la Educación Internacional es 
auspiciada por el departamento de Servicios 
Multiculturales e Internacionales. Para más 
información, llama al 882-7092.









Clasificación: Estudiante de segundo año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 2012
Reconocimientos: Lista del Decano: 
Otoño 2008 y Primavera 2009.
Pasatiempos: “Leer, [hacer] deporte, 
como nadar [y] jugar tenis”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “He 
realizado mucho servicio comunitario, 
me gusta estar involucrada y conocer 
gente. Trabajo en el REK Center. … 
Trabajaba como salvavidas y ahora soy 
supervisora”.  
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Futbolista 
profesional”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “A largo 
plazo, me gustaría obtener un doctorado 
y también quisiera jugar fútbol 
representando a  mi país”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? 
“Quiero viajar alrededor del mundo. 
¡Quiero verlo todo! Ojalá ya haya 
cumplido las metas mencionadas en la 
respuesta anterior”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande? 
“Probablemente, venir a los Estados 
Unidos. …Tenía un trabajo de tiempo 
completo, una casa, un auto y una relación 
estable. Siempre quise venir pero nunca 
pensé que tendría la oportunidad. Y 
cuando ocurrió tuve que dejar todo eso 
para venir aquí, sola. Cuando llegué, no 
conocía a nadie”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “La 
gente es muy amable aquí… Puedo 
saludar a extraños, en Inglaterra no se 
hace eso”. 
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la 
universidad, qué harías? “El espíritu 
escolar. … Creo que todos deberían 
involucrarse más y estar más orgullosos 
de ser Scorpions”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes 
de nuevo ingreso? “Participa activamente 
y haz lo que tengas que hacer”.
¿Qué consejo le darías a los estudiantes 
para estudiar antes de un examen? 
“Cuando te aburras y no puedas seguir 
estudiando, haz algo más. Haz ejercicio, 
eso ayuda. Luego regresa a estudiar”.
Anécdota: “En un viaje de 17 horas, 
el autobús se descompuso a mitad de 
camino, en medio de la nada, con un 
calor de 100 grados [Fahrenheit] afuera. 
Los jugadores de los equipos de hombres 
y mujeres… la mayoría de nosotros 
somos estudiantes internacionales y no 
estamos acostumbrados a tanto calor… 
estuvimos esperando tres horas a que 
otro autobús nos recogiera”.
--Recopilado por Luciana Morales
Manny Reyna/Collegian
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
Diversión sobre ruedas
Lucy Willis, profesora del departamento de Lenguas Modernas, se desliza entre los conos durante la competencia de relevos en el evento Field Day, que se llevó a cabo 
el 6 de noviembre en el Centro REK. Cerca de 430 trabajadores y profesores participaron en el evento, el cual se realiza desde 1988. El evento fue organizado por el 
departamento de Recreación en el Campus, Salud y Rendimiento Humano, y la oficina de la Rectora.
Se celebra la Semana de la Educación Internacional
luCiana MoRales/Collegian
Vísita: blue.utb.edu/collegian Vísita: blue.utb.edu/collegian Vísita: blue.utb.edu/collegian
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Continued from Page 1
At 9:31 p.m. the same day, the chain attached 
to the overhead projector from Life and Health 
Sciences room 2.310 was pulled from the 
ceiling tile. The projector was not damaged; 
however, the ceiling tile needs to be replaced.
At 1:30 p.m. Nov. 5, a Campus Police officer 
observed four suspicious individuals looking 
inside a vehicle in the alley near Lot X. The 
officer advised the individuals to leave the area 
due to high numbers of vehicle burglaries on 
campus. One of the individuals was cited for 
smoking tobacco under the age of 18.
--Compiled by Cynthia Hernandez
Police
Continued from Page 6
Freshman nursing major Samantha García 
says she was excited and grateful when she 
received the University Scorpion Scholarship 
this summer. 
“They actually called me like two or three 
weeks before classes started to tell me they were 
offering it to me,” García said. “When I found 
out that I had gotten it, I was like, ‘Oh, how 
exciting!’”  
Like Garcia, hundreds of high school seniors 
apply for the scholarship each year, but only 100 
students receive it.
This academic year, 210 students submitted 
applications. 
Sergio Martinez, Student Life Director 
and scholarship program adviser, said the 
scholarship is awarded to Rio Grande Valley 
high school students who are ranked in the top 
10 percent of their class.
The four-year scholarship covers tuition and 
fees, $500 for textbooks each semester and on-
campus housing.
Martinez also said the scholarship is funded 
by UTB/TSC’s tuition revenue. Every year, 
the university sets aside $1.5 million for the 
scholarship.
The program is in its fourth year and will 
graduate 38 students from its first cohort in May 
2010. Martinez said the scholarship receives a 
lot of attention, especially now with the current 
economic downturn. 
Martinez said some students start the 
program but lose the scholarship because they 
are not able to meet the 3.0 cumulative grade-
point average requirement. 
“Students still continue at UTB/TSC and still 
continue to be successful,” he said. “Maybe they 
don’t have a 3.0 [GPA], they have a 2.8 GPA, 
but they are still here, they are still graduating. 
 “People like it, I mean high school counselors 
are already calling me, parents are already 
calling me, [asking], ‘When can we apply?”
Martinez said the scholarship is valued at 
$33,000. 
Student Development Specialist II Heather 
Olague, also an adviser for the program, said 
the program helps retain students by meeting 
with peer mentors, attending college success 
workshops and student life events.
“One of the rules as the program adviser is 
to help keep [students] on track to graduate in 
four years and also to advise them in university 
experiences,” Olague said.
Scorpion Scholars are required to meet with 
their mentors once a week. A mentor is usually 
a sophomore or junior Scorpion Scholar who 
helps an incoming freshman adjust to college 
life.
García said she is eager to become a mentor 
next year.
 “Now that you know what’s going on, you 
can help other people too,” she said. “It’s nice to 
have someone who knows what’s going on.”
Scorpion Scholar Joel Alaffa, a senior 
computer information systems major, said he 
planned to enroll in another university before 
attending UTB/TSC.
“I was only going to get [a scholarship for] 
two years at the other university, compared 
to four years [at UTB/TSC]. That’s a big 
difference,” Alaffa said.
He said he is “one of the fortunate ones” to 
attend the university on a full scholarship.
Vice President for Student Affairs Hilda Silva 
said one of the scholarship’s main objectives 
is to compete with other universities for top 
students.
“In the past we were only offering them 
a minimal scholarship for one year, so these 
students that were top in their class were going 
away to [other] schools,” Silva said. “I’m very 
pleased that we were finally able to offer them 
scholarships to help recruit these students that 
have been good students at their high schools 
and now continue to be excellent students here 
on campus.”
García said that requirements to be a Scorpion 
Scholar might look tough to complete but they 
can be done.
Once you become a Scorpion Scholar, you 
must maintain a 3.0 cumulative grade-point 
average and finish 30 credit hours at the end of 
each academic year to stay in the program.
“There is a lot of extra stuff that you have to 
do, but it’s worth it,” García said. “It’s kind of 
like [UTB/TSC is] putting their money into you, 
so they want to make sure that they give you all 
the opportunities to succeed.”




The UTB/TSC community donated more than 200 blankets for the families of the Buena Vida neighborhood. 
The collection took place during October and the blankets were delivered to the neighborhood on Oct. 30, 
said Student Health Services Director Eugenia Curet. Student Health Services and the Center for Civic 
Engagement co-sponsored the community service. Shown (from left) are senior psychology major and SHS 
Clerk Ali Kay, Curet and freshman computer information systems major James Unwin.
An act of giving
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian 
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